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Vedapuriswarar temple is also worth narrating. It is believed
that one day Perumal appeared before Vedapuriswarar in His
Rama avataram. Even today, the day on which Lord Rama
had appeared viz. Panguni Punarvasu day, the utsavamurthi of
Aamaruviappan is dressed up as Rama and is taken up to the
temple of Vedapuriswarar in Therezhundur.
God is said to have appeared to Agastiya maharishi also
in this divya desam. Once upon a time, in a place known as
VilliyanaHur near Therezhundur,two demons by name Villa-
van and Vatapi were residing.  These two demons adopted a
novel way of capturing unsuspecting human beings and eating
them.Everyday, they would invite one person to their house for
food. One of the brothers viz. Vatapi would be killed and served
as a meal to the guest by the other brother Villavan. After the
unsuspecting guest had his full, Villavan would call Vatapi to
come before him wherever he was. Immediately, Vatapi would
tear open the stomach of the guest and come out in response
to the call of the brother. Thus, each day, one guest would be
killed and the brothers had their fill. The people in the town
came to know of this. They approached Agastiya rishi and asked
him to find a solution for this. Agastiya rishi took pity on the
residents. He decided to teach a lesson to the demons. The next
day he went as a guest to the house of Villavan, the demon.
The usual procedure took place. But with this difference that
as soon as Agastiya rishi ate the food, he touched his stomach
with his hand and utterd the words "Vatapi Jeernobhava" i.e. to
say that he ordered that Vatapi be digested. Not knowing this,
as usual, Villavan called out for Vatapi. But nothing happened.
Vatapi could not come out as he had already been digested by
the rishi. Villavan realised his folly. However, the rishi also
felt sad. He thought he had committed a sin in playing a game
on the demons. To atone for it, he is said to have observed se-
vere penance to Devadirega Perumal in this place. In course erf
time, God appeared before him and blessed him. As proof of
this story, even today, an idol of Agastiya rishi is seen in the
northern side of the mahamandapa in the temple.
It is believed that Markandeya rishi also did deep penance
to the Lord here and then attained moksha. To remind us of